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VIII.—WNotices of recently published Ornithological Works. 


l. Pere Davin’s ‘ Third Journey in China.’ 

[Journal de mon troisième Voyage d’ Exploration dans l’Empire Chinois : 
ouvrage contenant 3 cartes. Par M. Abbé Armand David, de la Con- 
grégation de la Mission. Two vols. Paris: 1875.] 

_ Père David’s name requires no introduction to the readers 
of ‘The Ibis? We all know the extraordinary success that 
has attended his efforts to make known to science the natural 
wonders of the interior of the Chinese Empire. Many of us 
have seen the splendid new forms and brilliant novelties with 
which he has enriched the Museum of Paris, and have ad- 
mired the grand discoveries which have thrown a flood of light 
on the true relations of the Chinese avifauna. 

Père David’s earlier Journals* have been published in the 
Bulletin of the ‘ Nouvelles Archives du Muséum.’ In these 
he has given us an account of his first expedition to Mongolia 
in 1860, and of his second remarkable journey to Setchuan 
and Moupin in 1868 and the following years. Inthe present 
volumes he presents us with a narrative of his third great 
journey, commenced in 1872, in which he traversed the cen- 
tral provinces of the empire, and made large collections in 
two previously unknown mountain-ranges of the interior. 

The pages of Pére David’s diary are rife with interesting 
notes on the various birds met with, to which, even when 
borne down by severe sickness, he appears to have devoted 
unflagging attention. Leaving Pekin at the beginning of 
October 1872, our traveller journeyed nearly due south to 
the banks of the Hoang-ho, which he crossed on the 24th of 
October, and, turning westward along its left bank, passed 
several months at various localities in the Tsing-ling moun- 
tains, which lie between this part of the Hoang-ho and some 
of the northern confluents of the Yang-tze. Having crossed 
to the south of the range, he embarked on a native boat on 
the 17th of April 1878, and descended the Han to Hankow, 


* Journal d’un Voyage dans le Centre de la Chine et dans le Thibet 
Oriental. Par M. VAbbé Armand David. Nouv. Arch. Mus. d’H. N. 
vol, vill, et ix. (Bulletin). 


118 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


which he did not reach without suffering various maladies 
and misfortunes. After a short rest here and at Kiou-Kiang, 
lower down the Yang-tze, Pére David resolved to make 
another excursion into the mountains of Kiangsi, in spite of 
his indifferent health. With this journey he occupied the 
last six months of 1873, returning to Kiou-Kiang im an al- 
most exhausted state at the end of January 1874, and shortly 
afterwards to Europe. 

Two maps serve to point out very accurately the author’s 
route, and add great interest to the narrative. 

Besides numerous notes on known species interspersed 
throughout the narrative, as already mentioned, Père David 
gives several short indications of supposed new species dis- 
covered during his travels—Ithaginis sinensis (vol. i. p. 174), 
Pomatorhinus gravivox (ibid. p. 200), Carpodacus lepidus 
(ibid. p. 205), Pnoepyga halsueti (ibid. p. 210), Suthora cy- 
anophrys (ibid. p. 345), Psaltria sophie (vol. ii. p. 167), Po- 
matorhinus swinhoii (ibid. p. 269), Trochalopteron milni (ibid. 
p. 271), and Machlolophus rex (ibid. p. 275). Of these new 
species we shall, no doubt, have fuller accounts in the work 
which Père David is now preparing upon the mammals and 
birds which he collected in China. He also makes a new 
genus, Babax (vol. i. p. 181), for Garrulaæx lanceolatus, Ver- 
reaux, and gives (vol. ii. p. 39, et seq.) a nominal list of the 
birds (195 in number) observed in Southern China from 
October 1872 to the end of April 1873. 

It would be of great advantage to science if Père David 
would republish the Journal of his first two journeys in a 
similar manner, and with accompanying notes, to show us 
where “ Moupin ” and the other ¢erre incognite where he 
made so many wonderful discoveries, really are. 


2. The Marquis de Compiégne’s ‘Æquatorial Africa, 
- [L’Afrique Equatoriale. Par le Marquis de Compiègne. Paris: 1876, 
2 vols. E. Plon & Co.] 

This is hardly to be called a scientific book; it is never- 
theless one which our ornithological friends will, we think, 
find both instruction and amusement in reading. The Mar- 
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quis de Compiégne and his friend M. A. Marche made a two 
years’ expedition to Gaboon in 1872 to collect objects of 
natural history. Their adventures are given in an entertain- 
ing way by the Marquis in the two small volumes now before 
us. They penetrated deep into the country first explored by 
Du Chaillu, and obtained a fine series of birds, of which their 
agent, Mons. Bouvier of Paris, has published a list*. This 
catalogue, or a nearly corresponding one, is also given as an 
appendix to the present work. We may call particular at- 
tention to the author’s account of his visit to the sacred 
islands of Lake Zouangué, where myriads of Darters, Ibises, 
and Pelicans were found breeding in community (vol. i. 
p. 278). 


3. Riesenthal’s ‘German Birds of Prey.’ 

[Die Raubvogel Deutschlands und des angrenzenden Mitteleuropas. 
Darstellung und Beschreibung der in Deutschland und den benachbarten 
Ländern von Mitteleuropa vorkommenden Raubvogel. Allen Natur- 
freunden, besonders aber der deutschen Jagerei gewidmet von O. v. Rie- 
senthal, Text, 8vo. Atlas, small folio. Cassel: 1876.] 

Hr. Th. Fischer has politely forwarded to us the first part 
of the atlas and letterpress of this proposed. new work on the 
Raptores of Central Europe. It contains chromolithographs 
of Buteo vulgaris, B. lagopus, and. Pernis apivorus, adult and 
young. The drawings are well executed and show consider- 
able spirit; but we observe that the plates are rather inclined 
to be rubbed off against their opposite neighbours. 


4. Allen’s ‘ Birds of Lake Titicaca, 


[Exploration of Lake Titicaca by Alexander Agassiz and 8S. W. Gar- - 
man, III. List of Mammals and birds. By J. A. Allen, with Field- 
notes by Mr. Garman. Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool. Cambridge, Mass. vol. iti. 
nos. 15,16. July 1876.] 


The collection of birds made by Mr. Garman during Mr. 
Alexander Agassiz’s expeditition to Lake Titicaca in the first 


* Catalogue Géographique des Oiseaux recueillis par MM. A. Marche et 
le Marquis de Compiégne dans leur voyage comprenant les pays suivants, 
Sénégale, Gambie, Cazamance, Sierra-Léone, Bonny, Vieux-Calabar, Cap 
Lagos, Fernando-Po, Principe, Gabon, Fernand-Vaz, et Rivière Ogooué, 
pendant les années 1872-74, par A. Bouvier. 8vo. Paris: 1875. 
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months of 1875, of which an account is given in this paper, 
contains about 230 specimens, referable to 69 species. “The 
resemblance of the bird-fauna of Lake Titicaca to that of the 
neighbouring portions of the highlands not far to the eastward, 
visited by Mr. Whitely, is shown by the fact that, of Mr. 
Whitely’s small collection of 47 species, made at and near 
Tinta, on the Vilcamayo, south-east of Cuzco (11,000 feet 
above sea-level), 27, or more than one half, are contained 
in Mr. Garman’s collection.” 

Two species are described as new—an Ibis, Malcinellus ridg- 
wayi, allied to F. guarauna, and a Gallinule, Gallinula gar- 
mani, allied to G. galeata, but much larger and darker. 

The singular short-winged Grebe, Centropelma micropterum 
(figured in Ex. Orn. pl. xev. p. 189), is stated to be very com- 
mon about all parts of the lake where the water is at all shal- 
low. ‘It feeds on fishes, batrachians, &c. In February young 
were taken about two thirds grown. They are unable to rise 
from the water; but by flapping their rudimentary wings and 
striking the water with their feet they manage to progress 
quite rapidly for a considerable distance.” 

“They dive quickly at the discharge of a gun—so quickly 
that, unless taken unawares, they will dodge the shot—and 
escape, often swimming a long distance under water before 
reappearing.” Thirteen specimens were obtained of this rare 
species, which seems to be confined to this lake. 


5. ‘Proceedings’ of the Linnean Society of New South Wales. 

[The Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New South Wales. Vol. i. 
parts 1&2. 8vo. Sydney: 1876.] 

The Linnean Sodiety of New South Wales has been insti- 
tuted at Sydney g r the cultivation and study of the science 
of natural history in ag) its branches ” under the presidency 
of Mr. W. Macleay, and seems already to number upwards 
of a hundred members. We have seen two parts of the ‘ Pro- 
ceedings’ (pp. 1-168), which are both dated 1876, though a 
notice is stuck into the first part that the “ first twenty pages 
‘of this part were printed and circulated ten months ago.” 
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They contain the following ornithological papers by Mr. E. 
P. Ramsay :— | 

“ Description of a new Ptilotis from the Endeavour River,” 
p-9 (P. macleyana=P. versicolor, Ramsay, P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 886, nec Gould) ; “ Description of a new Trichoglossus,” 
p. 30 (T. amabilis=T. aureocinctus, Layard, Ann. Nat. 
Hist. ser. 4, vol. xvi. p. 844) ; “ Characters of a new Genus 
and Species of Passerine Bird from the Fiji Islands,” p. 41 
(Vitia ruficapilla=Drymochera badiceps, Finsch) ; “ De- 
scriptions of a new Species of Merula and Rhipidura from the 
Fiji Islands,” p. 43 (Merula ruficeps and Rhipidura personata, 
both, we believe, also described by Mr. Layard) ; “ A new 
. Pachycephala from Fiji” (P. kandavensis) ; “A new Pachy- 
cephala from New Britam,” p. 66 (P. citreogaster !) ; “ De- 
scription ofa new Lamprolia,” p. 68 (L. klinesmithii = L.minor, 
Finsch) ; “ Description of a new Ptilinopus from Malacola, one 
of the New Hebrides,” p. 188 (P. corriez) ; and “ Description 
of a new Plover from North Australia,” p. 135 (Ægialitis 
mastersi, allied to Hiaticula inornata, Gould). 

Mr. Ramsay also contributes “ Remarks on a collection of 
birds lately received from Fiji,” and adds “ A List of all the 
Species at present known to inhabit the Fiji Islands.” The 
collection, from which it would appear the new species pre- 
viously described were obtained, contained examples of 37 
species. The list of remaining species is simply compiled 
from Gray’s ‘ Hand-list,’ the author having apparently no 
knowledge of Hartlaub and Finsch’s ‘ Ornithologie Central- 
polynesiens,’ by far the most important work ever published 
on Polynesian ornithology. 

Mr. W. Macleay, the President of the new Society, gives 
(p. 86) an interesting account of his cruise to Torres Straits 
and Southern New Guinea in the ‘Cheyert’ in 1875, and of 
the zoological collections made during the expedition; and 
later on (p. 44) Mr. Masters, who accompanied the expedi- 
tion, gives us the first part of his report on the bird-collec- 
tion, which contained about 1000 specimens. In the present 
part Mr. Masters confines his attention to the species ob- 
tained in Australia and on the adjacent islands of Torres 
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Straits. Of these 186 are enumerated, amongst which are 
described, as new, Podargus gouldi from the Gulf of Carpen- 
taria, Pachycephala robusta from Cape York, Colluricincla 
superciliosa from Cape Grenville, Gerygone simplex from the 
Gulf of Carpentaria, Sericornis brunneopygius from Cape 
York, . Zosterops ramsayi from Palm Island, Z. flavogularis 
from Cape Grenville and the adjacent islands, Megapodius 
assimilis from Dungeness and Bet Islands, Sterna nigrifrons 
from Warrior Reef, and Sternula inconspicua from Cape York. 


6. Rowley’s © Ornithological Miscellany.’ 

[Ornithological Miscellany. Edited by George Dawson Rowley, M.A., 
E.LS., F.Z.S., Member of the British Ornithologists’ Union. 4to. Lon- 
don: Trtibner & Co. Part III. January 1876; Part IV. May 1876; Part 
V. October 1876. ] 

Of this most appropriately named work, which has already 
been noticed in ‘ The Ibis’ (1875, pp. 261, 509), three parts 
have been issued during the past year, graced with many 
excellent plates of ornithic rarities. Messrs. Finsch, Salvin, 
Sharpe, and A. Newton have been invited to contribute to 
its pages; and all ornithologists must be grateful to Mr. Row- 
ley for the liberality with which he supplies illustrations to 
the various memoirs. Those of the Fijian novelties (Tricho- 
glossus aureocinctus, Myiagra ceruleo-capilla, &c.) recently 
discovered by Mr. E. L. Layard are specially acceptable; and 
we trust Mr. Rowley will not fail to continue them. 


7. Blanford’s ‘ Zoology of Eastern Persia’ 


[Eastern Persia, an account of the Journeys of the Persian Boundary 
Commission 1870-71-72. Vol. II. The Zoology and Geology, by W. T. 
Blanford, A.R.S.M., F.R.S. 8vo. London: 1876. (Macmillan & Co.)] 

All ornithologists will, we are sure, accord a glad welcome 
to Mr. Blanford’s volume on the zoology and geology of Persia, 
which is quite worthy of the high reputation of the author, 
and fills up’ what has been long an important void in our 
science. Looking to the geographical position of Persia, 
between the carefully studied lands of Europe on the one side 
and British India on the other, it will be at once obvious that 
a careful account of its zoology would throw light upon many 
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problems in the faunas of both countries. Hitherto we have 
had no work to refer to on this subject, except De Filippi’s 
‘Note di un Viaggio in Persia,’ and various smaller memoirs 
and fragmentary notices. Mr. Blanford bases his work mainly 
on the collections made by Major St. John, with the assist- 
ance of a native collector from the Indian Museum, Calcutta, 
in the years 1869-71, together with those formed by himself 
in 1872 during the expedition of which an account is given 
in the first volume of the present work. As regards birds, 
the united collections contained 1236 specimens, belonging 
to 248 species, mostly from Southern Persia and Baluchistan, 
` Mr. Blanford, however, has not failed to work up the refer- 
ences to birds collected or observed in Persia by previous 
travellers, so as to make his ornithological account of the 
country as complete as possible. Still the number of species 
as yet ascertained to inhabit Persia (384) is, as Mr. Blanford 
observes, not large, and it is probable that further research 
will add greatly to the list. 

The new species discovered by Mr. Blanford and his coad- 
jutors in Persia have been already described in “The Ibis’*. 
Mr. Blanford now gives us excellent figures from Mr. Keu- 
lemans’s pencil of many of these novelties, which serve to set 
off his attractive volume. In fine we may say that Blan- 
ford’s ‘ Zoology of Persia’ is indispensable to the student of 
Palzearctic ornithology. 


8. Finsch’s < Ornithology of the Pacific Islands’: Part ii. 

[Zur Ornithologie der Stidsee-Inseln. II. Ueber neue und weniger £ 
gekannte Vögel von den Viti-, Samoa- und Carolinen Inseln, von Dr. Otto 
Finsch in Bremen. Journal des Museum Godeffroy. Heft xii. 4to. 
Hamburg: 1876.] 

In this memoir Dr. Finsch continues his account of the 
ornithological novelties obtained by the collectors of the Mu- 
seum Godeffroy in the Fiji, Samoan, and Carolina Islands, 
in his usual excellent style. The new species described are :— 
Piilotis xanthophrys from the Navigators’, and Zosterops po- 
napensis, Volvocivora insperata, Myiagra pluto, Rhipidura 


+ See Ibis, 1873, pp. 86-90, 225-227 ; 1874, pp. 225-227. 
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kubaryi, and Aplonis pelzelni from Ponapé, of the Seniavin 
group, which has lately been explored by Hr. J. Kubary, one 
of Hr. Godeffroy’s scientific staff. Of this island also a com- 
plete account of the birds is given, showing that 22 species 
are known to occur in it. Of these one of the most remark- 
able is the Trichoglossus (Chalcopsitta) rubiginosus, long erro- 
neously supposed to be from the Moluccas. Eight examples 
of this fine and distinct Lory, now known to be peculiar to 
the little island of Ponapé, were obtained by Hr. Kubary. 

Dr. Finsch also gives a new name to the Artamus of the 
Pelew Islands (pelewensis), which he has hitherto united with 
the widely spread A. leucorhynchts (sive leucogaster); and ` 
Hr. Th. Kleinschmidt, of Ovalau, contributes interesting notes 
on the habits of Chrysena victor and Ptilotis procerior. Two 
good chromolithograph plates accompany the memoir and 
give figures of Trichoglossus aureicinctus, Layard, Petroica 
kleinschmidti, Finsch, Zosterops ponapensis, Finsch, Rhipidura 
kubaryi, Finsch, and Aplonis pelzelni, Finsch. 


9. Shelley’s ‘ Monograph of the Sun-birds? 


[A Monograph of the Cinnyride, or Family of Sun-birds. By Captain 
G. E. Shelley, F.Z.S., F.R.G.S., &e. 4to. London: published by the 
author at the Office of the British Ornithologists’s Union, 6 Tenterden 
Street, Hanover Square, W. | 

Capt. Shelley’s monograph of the favourite group of Sun- 
birds will form, when complete, an acceptable companion- 
volume to Mr. Sharpe’s ‘ Kingfishers ° and Messrs. Marshall’s 
‘ Barbets; being of the same size and fashion. The figures 
are in Mr. Keulemans’s best style; and the letterpress contains 
a summary of all that is known about the various species. 
But why does Capt. Shelley call a Sun-bird “ brasilianus ” 
when, as he knows well, the term conveys an egregious error 
on the face of it? Such a course is altogether opposed to 
the Stricklandian code of nomenclature, which we suppose 
he intends to follow. And why, on the other hand, does 
he call the family “ Cinnyride,” when Nectarinia is the older 
genus, and should consequently give the title to the larger 


group ? 
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While offering these small criticisms upon our friend’s 
labours, we may also express a hope that he will not adopt 
the numerous minor subdivisions of Nectariniidee that have 
lately come into fashion, founded, not on structural form, 
but simply on styles of colour. There is no sort of advan- 
tage to science gained by the employment of such terms gene- 
rically. Even our author’s Urodrepanis (gen. nov.), founded. 
upon the Aithopyga christine of Formosa, as having the “two 
centre tail-feathers abruptly narrowing into very fine points,” 
seems to us rather unnecessary! It would likewise be a much 
more comfortable plan if the plates and descriptions of the 
same species were issued together in the same part. To effect 
this might give some little trouble to the author, as we are 
aware; butit would be a great convenience to the subscribers. 

The ‘ Monograph of the Sun-birds’ will be completed, as 
we learn from the prospectus, in twelve Parts, “ which will 
be published as rapidly as possible consistently with a proper 
execution of the plates.” We cordially wish our author suc- 
cess, and trust that all our friends and readers who have the 
opportunity will not fail to assist him with specimens and 
intelligence. 


10. Boucard’s ‘ Catalogus Avium,’ 


[Catalogus Avium hucusque descriptarum. Auctor Adolphus Boucard. 
London: 1876. 8vo, pp. 350. | 

This is a list of the names of the species of birds, with a 
slight indication of their patrie, beginning at the Struthiones 
and ending with the Trochili. Mr. Boucard recognizes 11,030 
species, divided into 2456 genera. 

Mr. Boucard has compiled his catalogue from Gray’s ‘ Hand- 
list,’ Sclater and Salvin’s ‘ Nomenclator Avium Neotropica- 
hum,’ and Sharpe’s ‘ Catalogue’ (vols. 1. & ii.), and has pro- 
duced a handy volume which will certainly not be without 
use to ornithologists. He has a more ambitious project in 
view—that is, a ‘Genera of Birds,’ of which the present work 
is merely a forerunner. The classification adopted is nearly 
that of the ‘ Nomenclator Avium Neotropicalium’ reversed. 
There are a good many misprints; and the names of the new 
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“ orders” are not very classically chosen. “ Rallæ” should 
be “ Ralli,” and “ Pterocles ” “ Pterocletes ” or “ Pterocle.”’ 
To reunite the Hirundinide with the Macrochires is a fright- 
fully retrogade step, which we could not have believed our 
author would have been guilty of ! 


ll. Briiggemann’s ‘ Bath of Celebes? * 

[Beiträge zur Ornithologie von Celebes und Sangir von Dr. Friedrich 
Brüggemann. 8vo. Bremen: 1876.] 

It is with much pleasure that we welcome a new recruit to 
the ranks of working ornithologists. Dr. Briiggemann founds 
the present essay principally upon a collection made in 1878- 
74 by Dr. George Fischer, a medical officer of the Dutch 
Government, partly during excursions from Menado into 
Minahassa, in Celebes, and partly on Sanghir Island. The 
Darmstadt collection, however, had previously a series of 
Celebes birds, mostly presented by Hrn. v. Rosenberg and 
Riedel. Altogether the Grand-ducal museum contains more 
than 1200 Celebes and Sanghir skins, of which 1066 are due 
to Dr. Fischer’s researches. 

Dr. Briiggemann follows the arrangement of Lord Tweed- 
dale’s well-known memoir on the birds of Celebes in the 
Zoological Society’s ‘ Transactions,’ but adds many additional 
species. He describes as new :—Astur tenuirostris, Halcyon 
cyanocephalon, and Cuculus virescens from Celebes; Pitta 
palliceps from Sanghir; Pitta kochi from Luzon; Monarcha 
commutata from Celebes; Artamus brevipes from the Pacific 
Islands (!) ; Corvus annectens from Celebes ; C. fallax and C. 
modestus, collected as C. annectens by Rosenberg, but without 
localities annexed ; Ptilonopus nuchalis from Sanghir ; P. fis- 
cheri and Carpophaga pecilorrhoa from Celebes; Gallinula 
lepida, ex loc. ign.; and (in an appendix) Cuculus asturinus 
from Celebes. A new genus, Schizoptila, is proposed for 
Rallina rosenbergi, Walden. Altogether fourteen additional 
species are added to the avifauna of Celebes, which now com- 
prises 229 species. 


* Of, remarks by Count T. Salvadori (Ibis, 1876, p. 385). 
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12. Gurney’s ‘ Rambles of a Naturalist? 

[Rambles of a Naturalist in Egypt and other Countries, with an ana- 
lysis of the claims of certain foreign Birds to be considered British, and 
other Ornithological Notes. By J. H. Gurney, Jun., F.Z.S. 1 vol. 8vo. 
London: 1876.] . 

This volume is a kind of ornithological omnium-gatherum, 
containing an account of the recent travels and experiences 
of an ardent devotee of our science in various parts of the 
world. Mr. Gurney first goes “to Russia and back,” and 
gives us an account of the birds to be met with in the market 
of St. Petersburg there, and a few notes on the museums and 
zoological gardens which he visited. Next we have his 
journey in the Algerian Sahara, where, as the readers of ‘'The 
Ibis ’ already know, he made many interesting observations*. 
The notes taken during the Franco-German war, which follow, 
relate to a much better-known fauna, but still contain some 
interesting information. The most important portion, how- 
ever, of Mr. Gurney’s volume is the account of his six months’ 
bird-collecting in Egypt, which is followed by a systematically 
arranged series of notes upon all the species of birds obtained, 
223 in all. Of these Anser erythropus, Buteo desertorum, 
Cypselus apus (as distinct from C. pallidus), and Anas angus- 
tirostris are added to the Egyptian list for the first time “on 
positive information.” The right of admission was also con- 
firmed to sundry doubtful species, such as Circus cineraceus 
and Porzana pygmea. Some “ passing notes on the birds of 
Italy,” together with an analysis of the claims of certain birds 
to be considered British, and a few minor papers conclude 
Mr. Gurney’s interesting and instructive volume, which we 
beg leave to recommend most sincerely to the notice of his 
brother ornithologists. 


* See Mr. Gurney “On the Ornithology of Algeria,” Ibis, 1871, 
pp- 68, 289. 


